A Spoken Version of the Lord’s Prayer

This rendering of the Lord’s prayer uses unfamiliar words and phrasing to help us actually hear its message rather than lapsing into an auto-pilot recitation. You can use it in public worship by having a leader recite a line, having the congregation echo it, and then leaving a moment of silence for reflection.

+++++

Our Father, above us and all around us,

May your unspeakable Name be revered.

Here to earth, may your kingdom come.

Here on earth, may your will be done as it is in heaven.

Give us today our bread for today.

And forgive us our wrongs as we forgive those who wrong us.

Lead us away from the time of trial.

But liberate us from the evil.

For the kingdom is yours and yours alone,

And the power is yours and yours alone,

And the glory is yours and yours alone.

Amen.

A Sung Version of the Lord’s Prayer

This rendering of the Lord’s prayer uses unfamiliar words and phrasing to help us actually hear its message rather than lapsing into an auto-pilot recitation. You can use it in public worship by having a leader sing a line on one tone, and then having the congregation echo it. The next line would go up one tone in the scale, and so on up to the fifth tone, and then the scale would descend. (Notes are given for the key of C. The final “amen” could be sung over a V-I chord progression – in this case, G-C. Underlined syllables are given emphasis.)

(C) Our Father, above us and all around us,

(D) May your unspeakable Name be revered.

(E) Here to earth, may your kingdom come.

(F) On earth as in heaven, may your will be done.

(G) Give us today our bread for today.

(F) Forgive us our wrongs as we forgive others.

(E) Lead us away from the time of trial.

(D) And liberate us from the evil.

(C ) The kingdom and power and glory are yours.

(D-C) Amen.

